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1 . WE HAVE HAD CONTINUING DIALOGUE WITH GOK AT ALL 
LEVELS OF THIS MISSION OVER THE PAST DECADE ON THESE 
SUBJECTS. AGRICULTURAL SECTOR HAS ALWAYS BEEN A PRIMARY 
TARGET OF OUR AID STRATEGY AND OUR COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES 
HAVE BEEN HEAVILY WEIGHTED TOWARDS AGRIBUSINESS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES IN THE RURAL DEVELOPMENT SECTOR. 

2. WE HAVE IN MANY WAYS BEEN PREACHING TO THE CONVERTED 

IN THIS MATTER. KENYANS HAVE BEEN WELL AWARE OF IMPORTANCE 
OF FOOD CROP PRODUCTION AND HAVE A NUMBER OF REAL SUCCESSES 
TO SHOW FOR THEIR EFFORTS. KENYAN HAS AT PRESENT AN 
EMBARRASSING SURPLUS OF MAIZE WHICH IS THE BASIC FOOD 
CROP AND IS A NET EXPORTER OF MEAT, VEGETABLES. FRUIT 
AND MILK PRODUCTS. PLANS CURRENTLY IN HAND SHOULD MAKE 
HER SELF SUFFICIENT IN RICE. SUGAR AND VEGETABLE OILS 
IN FORESEEABLE FUTURE. WHEAT PRODUCTION IS LIMITED TO 
LAND AT 6,000 FEET AND ABOVE, THUS THE AREA DEVOTED 
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TO WHEAT PRODUCTION IS LIMITED. AGATTACHE BELIEVES 
THAT KENYA WILL BECOME INCREASINGLY RELIANT ON 
IMPORTS IN THIS AREA AS INCREASED INCOMES LEAD TO 
DIET CHANGES AWAY FROM TRADITIONAL MAIZE BASE TO A 
WHEAT BASE. NO DOUBT PRODUCTIVITY IN ALL THESE AREAS 
COULD BE INCREASED AND NUMBER OF EXTERNAL DONORS 
INCLUDING OURSELVES, HAVE PROGRAMS TO ASSIST THIS. 
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3. CURRENTLY, USAID'S SECOND SECTOR OF CONCENTRATION 
(AFTER AGRICULTURE) IS HEALTH/FAMILY PLANNING WITH 
PRINCIPAL ASSISTANCE ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT WITH GOK 
IN THIS SECTOR AND HAVING DIRECT SUPPORT FOR NATIONAL 
GOK FP PROGRAMS. HERE AGAIN, DIALOGUE HAS BEEN EXTEN- 
SIVE AND INTENSE BUT PREACHING TO CONVERTED. 

FAMILY PLANNING PROBLEMS IN KENYA DO NOT LEND THEM- 
SELVES TO EASY OR QUICK SOLUTIONS BUT GOK IS FACING 

UP TO THE ISSUE AND IS MAKING PROGRESS AS RAPIDLY CAN 
REASONABLY BE EXPECTED. FYI, KENYA WAS FIRST SUB- 
SAHARAN AFRICAN COUNTRY TO ADOPT FP POLICY. 

4. WE HAVE NO PARTICULAR INSIGHTS TO OFFER IN WAYS 
TO STIMULATE OTHER COUNTRIES TO EMULATE KENYA IN 
THESE TWO MATTERS. HARD, PATIENT WORK AT ALL LEVELS 
OF THE MISSION PLUS A PRAGMATIC GOVERNMENT ATTITUDE 
AND AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE PROBLEM AT HIGH POLITICAL 
LEVELS SEEMS TO BE THE FORMULA WHICH HAS WORKED HERE. 
WE DON'T KNOW OF ANY SUBSTITUTE FOR IT. 

BLANE 
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